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SUB J : U.S. OIL DELEGATION TO VISIT PEKING 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL ESSO REP (MEL SEARLES), IT IS EXPECTED 
THAT A LARGE GROUP OF U.S. OILMEN WILL VISIT THE PRC AFTER 
THE WORLD PETROLEUM CONGRESS, NOW MEETING IN TOKYO. CLOSES 
ON MAY 12. THE 40- PERSON GROUP HAS BEEN FORMED UP BY THE 
AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE (API). AND THE PLAN IS TO VISIT 
PRC OIL INSTALLATIONS (NO FURTHER DETAILS), API INITIATED 
CONTACT WITH THE PRC SOME TWO YEARS AGO, AND MR. SEWARD 

OF API HAS BEEN ARRANGING THE DETAILS OF THE VISIT WITH 
PRCLO WASHINGTON. AS OF TWO MONTHS AGO, ESSO UNDERSTOOD 
THAT THE VISIT WAS ON, BUT SEARLES HAS HEARD NO MORE RECENT 
INFORMATION. 

2. THIS IS THE FIRST CONGEN HAS HEARD OF SUCH A VISIT. IT 

IS CONSISTENT, HOWEVER, WITH PEKING'S KNOWN INTEREST IN 
FOREIGN PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY. ALSO, GIVEN ITS GLOOMY EX- 
PORT OUTLOOK, THE APPARENT UNSUITABILITY OF PRC CRUDE FOR 
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TO UNDERCUT INDONESIAN OIL SALES IN THE JAPANESE MARKET, 

PEKING MIGHT BECOME MORE ACTIVELY INTERESTED IN SELLING 
TO THE U.S. 

3. THE CONGEN WOULD APPRECIATE INFORMATION ON THE DETAILS 
OF THE GROUP'S VISIT TO THE PRC, INCLUDING COMPANY 
AFFILIATION OF ITS MEMBERS, PROPOSED ITINERARY AND WHETHER 
EXIT WILL BE THROUGH HONG KONG. (ESSO UNDERSTANDS THAT AT 
LEAST SOME WIVES WILL COME TO HONG KONG). 
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